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Hon'ble VC meeting with 96 years old Alumnus of UoA
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Faculty of Law

A Lecture on the new criminal laws was held at the
Faculty of Law, the University of Allahabad, on 6% April,
2024. Hon’ble Mr Justice Kshitij Shailendra, Judge (High
Court of Allahabad) and Prof. Priti Saxena, Director
(CPGLS, Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar University,
Lucknow) were invited as distinguished speakers for the
lecture. The lecture was an enriching learning experience
for the law students and faculty. Justice Kshitij Shailendra
highlighted each change brought by the new legislation
and its enforcement challenges for the government. Prof.
Saxena emphasised the intricate relationship between
criminal laws and their bearing on fundamental rights. In
words, she about  constitutional

other spoke

encroachment due to the new criminal laws.
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The lecture was of immense significance. It is notable
that the entire landscape of criminal law has undergone a
change; the old laws, namely the Indian Penal Code, Code
of Criminal Procedure and Evidence Act, have seen
innovative changes. A large number of students and all
the faculty members were present at the event. Prof
Adesh Kumar, Coordinator of the three-year Ilaw
programme, delivered the welcome address. Dr Priya
Vijay conducted the event, and Dr Sonal Shankar

extended the vote of thanks.

Legal Quiz Competition

A legal Quiz competition was organised by the Faculty of

Law, the University of Allahabad, on 20" April 2024 for

the students of LLB (Hons) 3-year law students under
the guidance of Prof Adesh Kumar, Coordinator, the
Department of Law. The students displayed immense
and 15 teams

enthusiasm, participated in the

elimination round of the competition. After the
elimination round, the quiz was held in three phases:
quarter-final, semifinal and final rounds. The semifinal of
the quiz took place among four teams, and after a tough
competition, two teams competed in the finals. The
finals had oral and visual rounds where questions
related to current legal affairs were asked, and the
images of legal luminaries and eminent personalities
were also displayed to the students to know whether

they recognized them or not.
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Both teachers and students were enthralled by the
exhilaration of the moment, concluding with the
declaration of the winning team, consisting of Satyam
Kumar, Naman Mishra, and Ritik Pandey of LLB Semester
Il. The quiz was meant to develop students’ awareness

of socio-legal issues and enhance their acquaintance

with contemporary law.
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Centre of Environmental Studies

The students, faculty and staff of the Centre of Environmental Studies, University of Allahabad, observed
World Earth Day 2024 under the theme ‘Planet versus Plastic’. This theme focuses on the need for
collective action to repair and heal the planet. As such, an awareness drive led by the students under
the given theme was carried out in the premises of Faculty of Science, University of Allahabad, to
address the problem of plastic pollution, climate crisis, and adopting behavioral change in lifestyle to
protect the Environment. Besides this, a plantation drive was also carried out in M. N. Saha Udyan,
where Mor Pankhi saplings were planted by the students, faculty and staff of the Centre of

Environmental Studies.
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The students displayed posters to spread awareness about the need to protect the earth from pollution,

especially plastic pollution. Our theme, Planet versus Plastic, calls to advocate for widespread awareness
on the health risk of plastics and take action for a healthier and brighter planent. The indoor activities to
observe World Earth Day 2024 started with Saraswati Vandana, and were followed by the address of
Prof. Umesh Kumar Singh, Coordinator of the Centre. The Coordinator motivated the students to follow
practices for minimizing the use of plastics in daily life. He further urged the students to avoid using
plastic bags and encouraged the use of jute or cloth bags. He also highlighted and cautioned about the
serious repercussions of climate degeneration, stating 2024 would be harsher/ hotter relatively.
Besides, a speech competition on the theme ‘Plastics versus Planets’ was organized by the students of

the Centre, where M.Sc. students and Ph.D. scholars presented their concerns and views.

Other faculty members, Dr. Puneeta Pandey, Dr. Pankaj Srivastava, Dr. Jitendra Ahirwal, Dr. Pawan

Kumar Jha, Dr. Kumar Suranjit Prasad, were present in the program.
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Hidden Threats in Our Food: Aflatoxins (AFs) in Food, Their Far-reaching Health Effects and methods
of their mitigation

*Dr. Prateek Kumar

Prevalence: People in underdeveloped countries, especially those living in rural areas, have more
difficulties when it comes to mycotoxin contamination, which raise major worries about the quality of
food. Mycotoxinsare poisonous products by diverse genus of fungi such as Penicillium, Fusarium,
Alternaria andAspergillus.Greek terms "mycos" and "toxin," which signify "fungus" and "poison,"
respectively. It should be highlighted that not all dangerous compounds made by fungus are categorized
as mycotoxins. Food contamination is a serious and mostly ignored risk caused by various toxigenic
molds (fungi). Their presence in food has an influence on food safety and quality, hence it can result in
large economic losses. There are now about 400 identified mycotoxins. A type of mycotoxins known as
aflatoxinsare produced by the Aspergillusparasiticus and Aspergillusflavus.Around 100,000 turkeys and
other agricultural animals fed on rations of peanuts and cottonseed perished in England during a major
outbreak of Turkey "X" illness in the 1960s, which led to the discovery of aflatoxins. Aflatoxin B1 (AFB,),
Aflatoxin B2 (AFB,), Aflatoxin G1 (AFG:), and Aflatoxin G2 (AFG,) are the four major aflatoxins (AFs)
found.

Health effects: Eating food and feed contaminated with AF has led to serious health problems in both
people and animals. AFM1 is less hazardous than AFB1, however it has been associated with the
development of cancer, toxicity to cells, ability to cause mutations, ability to damage genetic material,
and potential to cause birth defects. Many nations have set maximum permissible limits (MPL) for
aflatoxins in food and feed to protect public health. Exposure to AF not only poses a significant risk to

the health of animals and humans, but it also gives rise to serious economic challenges that inevitably

affect the marketing and distribution of food products.

Mitigation: The chemical compounds known as AFs are extremely stable and break down between
237°C and 306°C. Therefore, they won't be destroyed by standard cooking or heat processing.
Nevertheless, there are several control/preventive measures that can be used to help solve the problem
of mycotoxin contamination, as there is no single solution that can prevent or completely eliminate it.
Traditional methods for preventing mycotoxin poisoning typically require pre- and post-harvest
techniques. Unlike post-harvest methods that focus on sorting and proper storage, pre-harvest
treatments tackle fungal contamination in the field. Good manufacturing procedures, resistant crop

variety development, and good agricultural practices are all pre-harvest mitigation techniques that have
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been demonstrated to be effective in avoiding AF. Post-harvest management supports effective grain
food chain management from harvesting to washing, drying, storage, and processing, which is critical for
reducing mycotoxin impacts. The most promising and economical way to address mycotoxin
contamination in grains is through post-harvest management techniques. It has been shown,
meanwhile, that these attempts to eradicate bacteria that produce mycotoxin are unsuccessful. The
application of biological, physical and chemical procedures for the prevention and detoxification of
currently diseased agricultural products has also been made possible by scientific advancements. To
tackle the expanding number of mycotoxin contamination instances, a single technique cannot be used
globally, hence multidimensional mycotoxin decontamination approaches for food commodities are
necessary. Reducing agricultural pollution over an extended period of time requires the adoption of
resistant crop varieties or biocontrol methods. The need for faster, more precise, sensitive, selective,
and reasonably priced technologies to detect and evaluate mycotoxins in foods and feeds is
undoubtedly necessary. Novel processing methods like microwave heating, cold plasma, gamma
irradiation and electron beam, pulsed light and UV, and electrolyzed water have shown significant
promise for future uses. The use of electrochemical biosensors based on nanomaterials for AF detection
is a rapidly developing field of study. It is suggested to combine biomarker-based monitoring with the
traditional food analysis method in order to evaluate the exposure to aflatoxins and the associated
health impacts in at-risk populations. It might be a great idea to utilize genetic engineering to create
new, genetically modified plants that can withstand fungal invasion. It will be necessary to find creative
solutions to meet global concerns about food safety and security. Therefore, further investigation is
needed to fully comprehend the effectiveness, safety, and financial viability of these cutting-edge AF

decontamination methods.

*Assistant Professor, Department of Zoology
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AU TALK publishes news about seminars/workshops/conferences that have taken place at any
Department or Centre of the University. A piece of news along with a photograph of the
organizers should be emailed at editorialboard.autalk@allduniv.ac.in

The magazine publishes informative articles also. Articles should aim to bring out important scientific,
ethical, and environmental issues and must be lucid in their message to society. They can be written in
Hindi or English. In one edition, the magazine can publish up to four such articles.

Do not send pictures capturing garlanding or shawl/memento-giving moments.

The magazine should be widely circulated among students and faculty and on all social media platforms
so that the excellent work done under the auspices of the University of Allahabad reaches far and wide

and benefits all.
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